Comparison of the contractile effects of an extract of Ginkgo biloba and some neurotransmitters on rabbit isolated vena cava.
Dose-related contractions were elicited in strips of rabbit isolated vena cava by norepinephrine (NE, IC50 approximately equal to 2.3 X 10(-7) M), dopamine (IC50 approximately equal to 6.9 X 10(-6) M), histamine (IC50 approximately equal to 2.1 X 10(-6) M) and extract of Ginkgo biloba (Gb, IC50 approximately equal to 86 micrograms/ml). Serotonin and tyramine elicited very weak contractile effects in this preparation. Phenoxybenzamine (10(-7) M) abolished the contractions elicited by NE, and blocked the effect of Gb by about 50%. Further support is provided for the therapeutic action of Gb in cardiovascular disorders.